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 SPECIAL EDITION   PRELUDE & OPEN STUDIOS October 2009  

CALENDAR  
 

OCTOBER 
 

Oct. 13  
Itôs Elemental Deadline 

 
Oct. 14 

ACF General 
Meeting 

 
Business Skills for 

Working Artists 
CCC 

 
Oct. 24 & 25 

Functional Pot: 
Tips, Tools &  
Techniques 

NAU 
 

Oct. 30 
Deadline for 

Exhibit Proposals 
Center for the Arts 

 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Nov. 4-5 
ACF Gallery 

Take-in & Take-down 
 

Nov. 6 
First Friday Artwalk 

 
Nov. 16 

How to Manage 
An Arts Organization 

CCC 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Dec. 2-3 
ACF Gallery 

Take-in & Take-down 
 

Dec. 13 
ACF Holiday  Party 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

   The 12th annual Flagstaff Open Studios by any measure has to be considered the most  

successful Open Studios of all time. I visited every studio and every artist and there were crowds 

that I could not believe, and, sales that were amazing for the economic climate of 2009. I got 

many reports that some participants sold more of their work and hosted more people on just  

Saturday than all weekend last year. And having met and talked with the 25 new artists that we 

had, I am confident that they were satisfied beyond their wildest expectations. I hope you will all 

read John Tannous' highly entertaining account of his travels accompanying me on the first day 

of FOS, reprinted from his blog in this issue of the newsletter.   

 

    Let's keep the momentum of this year's FOS success and not just bask in it. I ask that some 

more of you happy participants step up right now and commit to working on the 13th annual 

FOS.  Nancy and I cannot and will not do such a big job again.  If FOS is to continue to break 

records and thrive, email or call me while you are still excited and let's get the show on the road. 

In case you do not have my email or phone number they are: acfpres@hotmail.com and 522-

6969. I want to thanks my FOS co-chair Nancy DeBlois for all the tireless work she did once 

again to make this event possible. Also, thanks should go out to the few, the proud, and the  

dedicated handful of participants who helped us out this year. You know who you are and I hope 

that by your example we shall see more members willing to help in the future. 

 

    The ACF Gallery continues to be the hottest and busiest new venue in town as it approaches 

its 1 year anniversary. I am proud to be the featured artist this month. The crowds on First Friday 

have forced us to stay open as late as 10:30 the last few months. I hope you will all come down 

to see the show during the month. Get in touch with gallery director Lynn Matthew to show your 

work and /or become a featured artist in the future.  

 

    I am very excited about this month's general meeting program. It is the return of one of the 

most popular programs we have ever had, our artistsô round table discussion of membersô 

work. Bring your thoughts and ideas, half finished and/or newly completed artwork(s) and let us 

talk about them. Stuck for an idea? Let your fellow members help with creative, constructive 

ideas and thoughts. Share your newest work with us and tell us your inspirations, techniques and 

where you may be showing the piece. This lively give and take discussion always provokes a 

torrent of ideas and thoughts to make your artwork thrive. I hope to see a large turnout for this 

fun thought-provoking program on Wednesday October 14!. And don't forget the Holiday party 

coming up on December 13th.   

 

   Time is flying by and the Recycled Art show is on its way. We have some exciting new ideas 

this year which will put the show in spotlight for many additional months. Start getting your 

pieces ready and call me to volunteer to work on this great event which now is on a par 

with  FOS for overall popularity. 

   See you all at the general meeting on Wednesday, October 14! 

All My Best,      MIKE  

flagstaff-arts.org 
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ROBERT COOPER , ACF photographer and ROBERT ZAPPANTI, ACF painter shared the 

gallery space during open studio weekend, September 18 and 19th.  Both artists set up the space  

Friday evening with the help of Mike Frankel.  Cooper brought many easels filled with his beautiful 

large photographs of landscapes and indigenous people while Zappanti set up his easel and paints to  

demonstrate during the weekend.  He also brought in unframed works for sale as well as presentation of 

a large piece entitled "Protectors of the Celtic". On site, when requested, he painted portraits of those 

who visited the gallery. VICKI THOMPSON greeted guests of the gallery and managed the sales desk 

both Saturday and Sunday.   

    Saturday in the gallery, music played and people came, right around 10 a.m.  There was a good flow 

of people all day long. Approximately 150 people came through the gallery enjoying the  

presentation.  Also, painters, textile artists, jewelers and craft artists who opened their studios during the 

weekend displayed their work during the weekend. Among those who showed their work were DUD-

LEY BACON, photographer, SUSAN PAIGE, jeweler, LINDA RUSSELL, painter, SHAYLA SERVIS 

jeweler, BEV SMITH, painter, ARACELI WALKER, jeweler,  KATHRYN WILLIS, painter, JOAN 

SCOTT, fiber artist. 

    Day two of Open Studios had a slow start and ending but was  booming during the early  

afternoon.  Sales, conversation and a lot of Art Appreciation Students!  Thanks Elaine for sending them 

here! All in all, a good active weekend with sales.  We even sold ACF Catalogs. 

                 CALL FOR ARTISTS:  NOVEMBER SHOW IN THE GALLERY 

~~~~ 

NOVEMBER :  If you wish to show your work during the month of November, e-mail Lyn; Mary 

Swanson and Araceli Walker will be working take-in. 

                    TAKE IN AND TAKE DOWN FOR OCT:  Wed.  Nov. 4, 5-7pm and Thurs.  

Nov. 5, 8-9 a.m.  Anyone exhibiting in the gallery must be prepared to work one or two shifts in the  

gallery per show. 

 

DECEMBER :  We would like to buck up the number of craft artists showing in the gallery during the 

month of December.  If you are interested contact lyn at Lynmatthew@me.com. 

                            TAKE IN:  Wed, Dec. 2, 5-7pm         Thurs.  Dec. 3, 8-9am.   

                            All exhibitors should be prepared to work one or two shifts in the gallery. 

Thank you to all those who helped during my emergency exit from town recently, especially MARY 

SWANSON and ARACELI WALKER for working the gallery intake desk and training, MIKE 

FRANKEL for helping with set up and coordination, and SUSAN PAIGE for making phone calls and 

training new people. THANKS TO ALL THE ARTISTS WHO GIVE US THEIR CREATIVE WORK 

TO EXHIBIT           ~~~~  

GALLERY FIRST ANNIVERSARY:    Come join the celebration 6-9 p.m. in the ACF  

Gallery during the First Friday Art Walk, November 6, 13 N. San Francisco Street, #103.   Featured  

Artists in the gallery  for the month of November are  MARY E. SWANSON and BEV SMITH.  

HOLIDAY SHOW IN THE ACF GALLERY:  We invite all craft artists who work with clay, 

metal,  fiber, small sculpture and other suitable gift items to participate in  the ACF    Gallery December 

show.  We want to offer of variety of work suitable for gift giving. We are also pleased to  

accept hanging art. Please call or e-mail Lyn for further inquiry or to sign up for the show. 699-7070 or 

Lynmatthew@me.com.                                    ~~~~ 

OCTOBER FEATURED ARTIST : Come join ACF President Mike Frankel as he shares his rare, 

vintage photographs from the Golden Age of Rock and Roll. This is the first time in two years that they 

have been shown in Flagstaff. Other examples of Mikeôs work will also be on display. 

ACF GALLERY NEWS  OPEN STUDIOS AND MORE  

http://us.mc447.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Lynmatthew@me.com
http://us.mc447.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Lynmatthew@me.com
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Mike and JTõs Whirlwind Adventure  

 

Mike Frankel, President of the Artists Coalition and JT Tannous, Executive Director of Flagstaff  

Cultural Partners, visited 21 artists studios in 7 hours during Flagstaff Open Studios.  Here is an edited 

version of their adventure: 

 
About three weeks ago, I asked Mike Frankel, President of the Artists Coalition of Flagstaff and friend to all artists, if he'd 

like to spend one of the days of Flagstaff Open Studios (FOS) together with me visiting artists in their studio spaces. He  

happily agreed, since the two of us have a pretty good rapport and would clearly have a good time spending the day  

journeying around Flagstaff. Of course, Mike has a good rapport with everyone. He's just that kind of friendly. Everyone likes 

Mike. 

 

Mike and I managed to visit 37 artists in a mere seven hours. I took photos all along the way to document for this blog (even 

though I'm not much of a photographer). In entries on this blog  I'll share with you our journey, studio by studio, as we ex-

plore the world of art in Flagstaff. 

 

Mike and I hit FOS together on Saturday, September 19. We met at the Coconino Center for the Arts, where we witnessed the 

art of the talented Stan Bloomfield and Mary Elin Jenkins. Then we hopped into his bright red Camry and hit the road. 

 

Our first stop was at Robin Cadigan's home and studio, where she and photographer, Joe Cornett, were showing their work.  

Since I work with Joe and Robin here at Flagstaff Cultural Partners, it's entirely possible that I did indeed take incriminating 

photos but have decided to withhold them in order to bribe them later. Robin, by the way, is a brilliant potter - or "ceramic 

artist" if you prefer. She's really talented and has a distinct feel and use of color in her work. And Mr. Cornett brings a fresh 

and exciting take to photography. His images are beautiful, haunting, and strange all at the same time. 

 

(By the way, nothing in the previous paragraph was a way for me to curry favor with my co-workers. Sure, I'm biased  

because I work with them and think they're both the bees' knees, but my take on their art is just my honest opinion. Take it 

with a grain of salt if you must and decide for yourself when you see their work.) 

Our next stop was to see the talented fiber artist, Sharon Richards. She already had several folks milling their way through her 

lovely home, complimenting her work and asking for prices. After Sharon's, Mike and I visited Gallina Franz. Gallina and her 

husband, Otto, are delightful people. Gallina is obviously very talented, given the detail and beauty you see in her pine needle 

baskets. She weaves objects into her baskets that you don't normally see in this kind of work: seashells, gem stones, antlers, 

bottles and more. It's really kinda cool. Gallina's baskets, by the way, are always the first to sell in the Prelude exhibition at 

the Coconino Center for the Arts. 

 

As an aside, at this point in our Open Studios adventure, it's more clear than ever that Mike Frankel is everybody's BFF. 

There is no one in the arts community he doesn't know. Not only is he chummy with every artist, he knows their spouses and 

family members, and remembers everyone's names. He's the perfect "el Presidente" (as many lovingly call him) of the Artists 

Coalition, genuinely supportive of each and every ACF artist at every level of development. 

 

Our next two visits took us to the photography studio of Charles Bame, who does landscapes, abstracts and portraits, and the 

painting studio of Diane Eide. It was interesting to see Eide's early work compared with her more recent work - her approach 

has changed from abstract to more recent works of still-life. 

Every month here in Flagstaff, we are fortunate enough to get to head downtown to experience First Friday ArtWalk.  

ArtWalk here is a lot like a community block party, but with lots of good art. So when Mike and I headed into the Downtown 

portion of our epic Open Studios adventure, I was already familiar with some of the locations and artists we'd be visiting. 

That didn't make the trip any less worthwhile. We began with a stop at Karen McClanahan's studio on Dale Street. Karen has 

a knack for balancing color in very compelling ways. Her work was featured in a three-artist exhibition at the Coconino Cen-

ter for the Arts in January 2008. 

She also creates miniatures of her paintings by hand, which takes immeasurable skill, for two purposes. One, it helps her  

remember the work she has created even after it is shipped off to the gallery in Denver where she is represented. And two, it 

gives her smaller, more affordable pieces to sell. In fact, she's been creating painted cigar boxes, greeting cards and other 

smaller items to sell, because she's aware of economy (aren't we all?) and wants to give folks an opportunity to purchase more 

affordable artwork from her. 

 

Mike and I hopped up two streets to visit Mary B. Carter. I was struck by some of the items in her front yard right away. She 

had a concrete mailbox holder designed to look like a whale, and three flower pots stacked on top of each other in an  

impossible way. Welcome to the creative world of the artist. It's not just about making art, it's about creativity around your 

(contôd. pg 6)  

http://flagstaff-arts.org/
http://culturalpartners.org/prelude.htm
http://culturalpartners.org/blog.htm
http://my.calendars.net/coconinocenter
http://www.joecornettphotography.com/
http://culturalpartners.org/
http://www.joecornettphotography.com/
http://joecornettphotography.com/
http://culturalpartners.org/prelude.htm
http://my.calendars.net/coconinocenter
http://flagstaff-arts.org/
http://flagstaff-arts.org/
http://eideart.com/DianeEide.aspx
http://flagstaffartwalk.com/
http://culturalpartners.org/prelude.htm
http://www.plusgallery.com/artists/mcclanahan/
http://my.calendars.net/coconinocenter
http://my.calendars.net/coconinocenter
http://www.plusgallery.com/artists/mcclanahan/
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SOME OF THE ATTENDEES AT PRELUDE 

         SPIDERWEB BY GALINA FRANZ                      MASSI WARRIOR BY JANE BOGGS 

 
GLIMPSES OF PRELUDE 

http://www.culturalpartners.org/Docs/FOS09.pdf

